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Abstract: With the reform and opening up, the senior scholars of legal history, with a strong
sense of mission and responsibility, set up China Institute of Legal History ( CILH) in Changchun in
September 1979. It was the first law academic group in China at that time, and also the first academic
association of legal history since modern times. Therefore, the establishment of CILH is of great sig—
nificance. As an important link to unite the scholars of legal history in China, CILH has gone through
an extraordinary course of 40 years to lead the discipline of legal history. Several generations of schol—
ars in legal history have been adhering to the spirit of cooperation, working together and forging a—
head. They have made great progress in academic research and exchange, publication, personnel
training and other aspects. They have formed a fine atmosphere of “emphasis on learning, develop—
ment, unity and dedication”, and have made remarkable achievements. This has made important
contributions to the development of legal history, academic prosperity, the revival of traditional legal
culture, and the construction of socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics.

Key Words: China Institute of Legal History; Subject of Legal History; Academic Research of

Legal History; Construction of Socialist Rule of Law with Chinese Characteristics
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